The effect of anticoagulants on Blennius pholis L. Leucocytes.
The effects of ethylenediamine-tetraacetic acid (EDTA), heparin and tri-sodium citrate (TSC) on various haematological parameters in the blenny, Blennius pholis, were investigated. EDTA and heparin, at the concentrations tested, proved adequate in preventing coagulation although leucocyte viability was reduced when the higher levels were used. TSC failed to prevent coagulation at all concentrations tested. Short (5 min) and long (20 min) term contact of these anticoagulants with blood did not produce any significant changes in leucocyte proportions. Heparin is regarded as the most suitable anticoagulant for use with B. pholis blood.